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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Surah Aal-e-‘lmran
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97. In it are Signs Manifest; (for example), the Station of Abraham; whoever enters it

attains security; Pilgrimage thereto is a duty men owe to Allah,- those who can afford the
journey; but if any deny faith, Allah stands not in need of any of His creatures.

Station of Abraham: see 2:125 and n. 125.
The Noble Quran/Yusuf Ali

Therein are clear signs, among which is, the station of Abraham, that is, the stone upon which he stood
to build the House, and on which his footprints remain; and it [the House] has endured all this length of
time and the constant passing of hands over it. Among these [signs] are the fact that the reward for good
deeds is multiplied in it...; and whoever enters it is in security, not liable therein to be killed or

oppressed or otherwise... The Prophet A5z explained this [ability] as having provisions and a ride, as
reported by al- Hakim [al-Naysabitiri] and others. As for the one who disbelieves, in God or in what He
has made obligatory with regard to the Pilgrimage, God is Independent of all worlds, the humans, the
jinn and the angels, and [is Independent of] their devotions.

Tafsir Jalalayn

...Clear signs that Ibrahim built the Ka'bah and that Allah has honored and blessed it.... When the
building (the Ka'bah) was raised, Ibrahim stood on; the Magam so that he could raise the walls higher,
while his son Isma’il was handing the stones to him. We should mention that the Magam used to be
situated right next to the House. Later, and during his reign, "Umar bin Al-Khattab moved the Magam
farther to the east, so that those who go around the House in Tawaf are able to perform it easily, without
disturbing those who pray next to the Magam after finishing their Tawaf. Allah commanded us to pray
next to the Magam; ... Mujahid said, "The impression of Ibrahim's feet remains on the Magam as a clear
sign.” It was reported that "Umar bin "Abdul-"Aziz, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Mugatil bin Hayyan
and others said similarly.

... the Haram of Makkah is a safe refuge for those in a state of fear. There in its vicinity, they will be
safe, just as was the case during the time of Jahiliyyah. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, "(During the time of
Jahiliyyah) a man would commit murder, then wear a piece of wool around his neck and enter the
Haram. And even when the son of the murdered person would meet him, he would not make a move
against him, until he left the sanctuary."... This Ayah established the obligation of performing Hajj. ...
There are several categories of “the ability to undertake the journey". There is the physical ability of the
person himself and the ability that is related to other things as mentioned in the books of jurisprudence.
Abu “Isa At-Tirmidhi recorded that Ibn "Umar said, "A man stood up and asked the Messenger of Allah,
O Messenger of Allah! Who is the pilgrim' He said, "He who has untidy hair and clothes." Another man




asked, "Which Hajj is better, O Messenger of Allah' He said, "The noisy (with supplication to Allah) and
bloody (with sacrifice)." Another man asked, "What is the ability to undertake the journey, O Messenger
of Allah' He said, "Having provision and a means of transportation.™

All who enter it are safe- ...Allah is referring to the many blessings granted to anyone who is there,
whoever they are, as Allah also says: ‘Do they not see that We have established a safe haven while
people all round them are violently dispossessed?’ (29:67)...

Tafsir Qurtubi

Ibn “Abbas, Mujahid and several others commented on this Ayah, "Whoever denies the necessity of Hajj
becomes disbeliever, and Allah is far Richer than to need him." Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Isma’ili recorded
that "Umar bin Al-Khattab said, "Whoever can afford Hajj but did not perform it, there is no difference
in his case if he dies while Jew or Christian." This has an authentic chain of narration leading to "Umar.

Tafsir Ibn Kathir

... The Book and the Sunnah indicate that the hajj should be performed in a person’s own good time, not
immediately. That is the final position in the school of Malik as Ibn Khuwayzimandad mentioned, and it
is the position of ash-Shafi‘t, Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ash-Shaybani, and Abi Yusuf in one
transmission. Some later Baghdadi Malikis believed that the obligation is immediate and it is not
permitted to delay it when the ability to perform it exists. That is the position of Dawiid. The sound view
is the first one because Allah says in Strat al-Hajj: ‘Announce the Hajj to mankind’ (22:27) and al-Hajj
is Makkan. He says: ‘Hajj to the House is a duty owed to Allah by people.” This siirah was revealed in

the year of Uhud in Madinah in 3 AH and the Prophet 52 did not perform hajj until 10 AH...
Tafsir Qurtubi

But if anyone disbelieves, Allah is Rich Beyond Need of any being- Ibn ‘Abbas and others said, ‘This
refers to anyone who rejects the obligatory nature of hajj and does not think that it is obligatory.” Al-
Hasan al-Basri and others said, ‘Anyone who abandons the hajj when he is able to do it is an

unbeliever.” At-Tirmidhi related from al-Harith that ‘Alf reported that the Messenger of Allah /s said,
‘When someone possesses provision and a mount with which to reach the House of Allah and does not
perform hajj, he can die a Jew or a Christian...

Tafsir Qurtubi

Compilers' notes:
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(Makkah) a secure sanctuary, while men are being snatched away from all around them?...
[29:67]
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S 3.'3.3\‘)\93" Allah's Messenger (Als:2) also said, on the day of the conquest of Mecca, "Allah has

made this town a sanctuary since the day He created the Heavens and the Earth. So, it is a
sanctuary by Allah's Decree till the Day of Resurrection. Fighting in it was not legal for anyone
before me, and it was made legal for me only for an hour by daytime. So, it (i.e. Mecca) is a
sanctuary by Allah's Decree till the Day of Resurrection. Its thorny bushes should not be cut, and
its game should not be chased, its fallen property (i.e. Lugata) should not be picked up except by
one who will announce it publicly; and its grass should not be uprooted,” On that Al-"Abbas said,
"O Allah's Messenger (.s%)! Except the Idhkhir (a kind of grass) because it is used by the

goldsmiths and by the people for their houses." On that the Prophet (.s%) said, "Except the
Idhkhir (a kind of grass).” [Bukhari]
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EPAHATR ST S| 3;1:563;\&;11,\ ,uu_ﬂ.;(._ag a1 Abu Huraira (Allah be pleased with
him) reported: Allah's Messenger sz addressed us and said: O people, Allah has made Hajj
obligatory for you; so perform Hajj. Thereupon a person said: Messenger of Allah, (is it to be

performed) every year? He (the Holy Prophet ) kept quiet, and he repeated (these words)

thrice, whereupon Allah's Messenger st said: If | were to say" Yes," it would become
obligatory (for you to perform it every year) and you would not be able to do it. Then he said:
Leave me with what I have left to you, for those who were before you were destroyed because of
excessive questioning, and their opposition to their apostles. So when | command you to do
anything, do it as much as it lies in your power and when | forbid you to do anything, then
abandon it. [Muslim]
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or vice versa: “The Messenger of Allah (2sf) said: ‘“Whoever intends to perform Hajj, let him

hasten to do so, for he may fall sick, lose his mount, or be faced with some need.”” [Sunan Ibn
Majah]



